Ex-B&C padre
welcomes shipmates

sir,

1 retired from the Missions to Seamen on
March 31 having been with the society
since 1939. Before that I was a deck officer

in your company.

Dunng the past 30 years T have made

any of them who could possibly pay us a
visit in Wells, Somerset. Our address

Mary Precious, East House,
331 Southover, Wells, Somersct, BAS 1UH.
Tel: Wells (0749) 72901,

RECIOUS,
o s senior chapli,
Mis en,

London E16 3DF.

Centralised BIA:
an aftermath

Les McEwan, BIA sdminsration offcer
under

e this:
‘Being in one building has been the
ecent and happilyjustiied pronouncement

e s schcdulcd airline

d, for most, the
excitement of moving has died away and
it means a return to routine, if such a state
can ever exist in the hectic atmosphere of
the airline business.

“But the aftermath leaves some humour;
moments of anguish and spells of amaze-
ment, particularly to those who di

e who are
caually amazed o find a real live resident
‘managing directo

umour, 10, un be taken from those
uho now ‘show symproms of ‘cuhice
awareness’ s and facial ex-
pressions clealy indicate the Tt that they

“Despite the fears of meeting those you

may previowsly have been abl to avoid; of
face 1o face with th you
once addressed  telephonically—and no
doubt rudely, when the mood demanded—
there is clearly a gain in being together in
Berkeley House. It is noticeable that more
Jiellos are heard tha ., and that an
almost romantic togetherness exists and is
encouraged. Togetherness for all, even the
cashier!”

0ld hardware
may be valuable

sir,
Marine antiques fall into many cate-

gorics, few of which are likely to be found
in the attics or junk cupboards of the
average family—even if they include a sca-
farer in their background. However, having
heard of one family who destroyed material
which they subscquently learned could have
been sold for a substantial sum, I thought it

worth while passing on some information.
are now collectors who are willing
to purchase items of the ordinary mariner’s
hardware, things which a few years ago
would have! been dificult o disposeof except
Not being a collector myself I cannot say
just where the threshold lics between what is
simply redundant and what is considered a

colunn one.

teams. Capr.
Koy, o reied
recently,” sailed
Souh Africagnboard
Reina del Mar /ast
Novenier. Vi fim
son Gordon
Kennedy, senior  sec-
| ond engineer, R
del Mar. Picture: C.
R. Brown, Trans-
o= occan Photographic.

HH

collector’s item. Probably the date lies in

the ninetcen-twenties, which is not so long

g0 bearing in mind that this type of equip-
et s mvariably well consructed to

withstand ne covironment.

readers have stowed

away somewhere an clderly sextant,

1d increase over the years if it is

well maintained.
Clris MITCHELL,
anagement,
Bevis Marks, Eonton.

Women, yes—
but as officers?

sir,

“Women at sea as officers and engineers”
‘This heading appeared in a recent edition
of our local newspaper. It has occurred to
me that if you appealed to the marine staff
for comments the result might be morc
rewarding than your appeal to the office
staffs for anecdotes for publication in
CLaNSMAN, though the office staffs (female)
might possibly have more to say than the

From my exalted age e thoughe of
fomales ac sea s really «

sine how 1 would resent h.ivmgzwlmun
o wieh wih e et s




